June 3, 2013

Our Nation’s basic social safety net im-
proves access to affordable housing, child-
hood education, and adequate nutrition, and
serves as a lifeline for millions of Americans.
Providing a helping hand to the nearly 50 mil-
lion Americans who are living in poverty
should be at the forefront of Congress’ prior-
ities. Instead, we are still living with the se-
quester, which has delivered devastating cuts
to many of our essential safety net programs.
| call on my colleagues to prioritize our most
vulnerable communities and replace the se-
quester with an agreement that protects vital
safety net programs.

In particular, the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, or SNAP, helps low-income
families across the country put food on the
table. Of the 47 million Americans who rely on
SNAP for access to nutritious food, nearly half
are children. Even more strikingly, nearly half
of all American children will receive SNAP
benefits at some point in their lives. SNAP is
one of our Nation’s most effective anti-poverty
programs, helping families get back on their
feet while providing an economic stimulus to
the local economy.

We must not balance our budget on the
backs of children and families struggling to
make ends meet. With our economy still re-
covering, it is time to invest in Americans and
in our Nation’s future, by supporting important
programs like SNAP.

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, first | want to
thank Mr. HORSFORD and Mr. JEFFRIES for
leading this important effort for the CBC this
evening—so that we can discuss a particularly
important issue for me, my district, and this
nation, and that is: “Lifting Americans out of
Poverty.”

As many of my constituents and colleagues
already know, the great recession cost this
country roughly 13 trillion dollars in household
wealth, and pushed millions of Americans into
poverty.

The poverty rate is at levels not seen in
twenty years, and the most recent numbers
show that more than 46 million Americans are
currently living below the poverty line.

The most distressing fact is that the young-
est Americans represent a disproportionate
share of the poor in the U.S.

Though children make up less than a quar-
ter of the population, they constitute more than
one-third of Americans in poverty.

And, studies by the American Psychological
Association have found correlations between
poverty in children and higher rates of illness,
abuse, neglect, developmental and edu-
cational delays, participation in risky behaviors
such as smoking or sexual activities, and
problems with self-esteem and depression.

And worse, growing up in poverty has a
lasting negative impact on lifetime earning po-
tential.

As a joint Princeton University—Brookings
Institute study reported, the U.S. has decreas-
ing income mobility, and increasing income in-
equality.

This means that more than ever, youths that
grow up in poverty are more likely to remain
in poverty for the duration of their lives.

But we have programs designed to buffer
our youth from some of the harshest effects of
situations for which they deserve no blame,
and over which they have no control.

Programs like the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program which provides nutritional
support for the most vulnerable families, and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

which will face cuts in just a few months with-
out intervening Congressional action.

Or programs like Section 8 Housing Choice
Vouchers. The Housing Choice Vouchers pro-
vide subsidies to landlords directly by public
housing agencies, to create housing options
for very low-income families.

Though it varies from state to state, on av-
erage, a family earning $26,000 per year
would be making too much to be eligible.

This program for the least fortunate among
us will likely have to cut aid to 125,000 fami-
lies immediately, due to cuts from sequestra-
tion.

Or programs like the Earned Income Tax
Credit. This tax credit for low-to moderate-in-
come couples, primarily those with qualifying
children, not only provides a tax refund to the
most deserving, but it dually functions to
incent work even if the pay isn’t great.

This is the type of progressive tax system
that encourages self-sufficiency and in the
long-run can reduce the need for government
dependence.

Yet even this simple, long-standing bene-
ficial tax credit is being offered up by some as
ripe for elimination.

| can talk about the children and families
who need these programs, in the abstract, as
if they are some sort of different Americans—
people who didn’t work hard, or didn’t spend
wisely.

But the reality is: this type of poverty can
happen to anyone.

Anyone in this Chamber, or watching at
home on Wall Street or Main Street—this can
happen to you.

One unexpected illness, one lost job due to
“just a bad economy,” or one elderly family
member whose medical and caretaking bills
continue to pile up, and anyone can find them-
selves unable to make it without a little help.

That's what these vital programs do. That's
why these programs are so important.

We as legislators have the opportunity and
obligation to make sure that we put safe-
guards in place to ensure that no one is left
out from the chance to pursue the American
dream.

I's not just about helping the poorest Ameri-
cans. It's about doing the right thing to help
our neighbors, knowing that at any time, the
shoe could be on the other foot.

| thank you for the opportunity to speak on
this most important issue.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2216, MILITARY CONSTRUC-
TION AND VETERANS AFFAIRS
AND RELATED AGENCIES APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2014, AND PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2217, DEPARTMENT  OF
HOMELAND SECURITY APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2014

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida, from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 113-95) on the
resolution (H. Res. 243) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2216)
making appropriations for military
construction, the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2014, and for other purposes; and pro-
viding for consideration of the bill
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(H.R. 2217) making appropriations for
the Department of Homeland Security
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2014, and for other purposes, which was
referred to the House Calendar and or-
dered to be printed.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois (at the
request of Mr. CANTOR) for today on ac-
count of personal reasons.

——————

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 2568. An Act to amend title 18, United
States Code, with respect to fraudulent rep-
resentations about having reeived military
decorations or medals.

——————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I move that the House do now ad-
journ.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 36 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order and pur-
suant to House Resolution 242, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, June 4, 2013, at 10 a.m., for morn-
ing-hour debate, as a further mark of
respect to the memory of the late Hon-
orable FRANK R. LAUTENBERG.

————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

1689. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De-
partment’s semiannual report from the of-
fice of the Inspector General for the period
October 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), section
5(b); to the Committee on Oversight and
Government Reform.

1690. A letter from the Chairman, Federal
Maritime Commission, transmitting the
Commission’s semiannual report from the of-
fice of the Inspector General for the period
October 1, 2012 through March 31, 2013; to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

[Pursuant to the provisions of H. Res. 232, the
following report was filed on May 28, 2013:]
Mr. CULBERSON: Committee on Appro-

priations. H.R. 2216. A bill making appropria-
tions for military construction, the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2014, and for other purposes (Rept. 113-90).
Referred to the Committee of the Whole
House on the state of the Union.

—————

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS

Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of
committees were delivered to the Clerk
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